House Builders Association

National Federation of Builders

Representing small and medium sized housebuilders, the House Builders Association
(HBA) is passionate about delivering opportunities for the most productive part of our
construction industry; SMEs. Fighting for start-ups and growing businesses the HBA not
only lobbies for policy changes but supports members through business and skills training
and opportunities to win work. SMEs are integral to building the homes people want in
the places people want them; the HBA is the conduit to bring that message to national
and local Government.
The House Builders Association
successfully lobbied for small sites, of fewer
than ten properties, to be exempt from
Section 106 agreements in an effort to
boost house building among lower volume
housebuilders.

With the ending of allowable solutions
came a more consistent approach to Part
L. The HBA was proud to help shape this
policy change and now pushes for SMEs
to be integral in delivering the industrial
strategy.

Our priorities
The HBA continues to work on frameworks with local authorities, procurement processes
with large Government bodies such as the HCA, with regional housing strategy managers
on SME engagement, and with various other organisations to make sure SMEs are given
the opportunity to build.
Simplifying planning is a priority for the HBA. With access to finance improving, SMEs
must be given an opportunity to build without a costly, lengthy, planning process. The HBA
is lobbying hard for changes which will directly increase opportunities on small sites and
give local authorities more support to deliver the homes their regions need.

Understanding regional differences is important when assessing housing need and the
HBA works with members to understand their priorities. As powers are further devolved,
the HBA works with devolved regions and Government to further the recognition that SMEs
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are our sustainable economic contributors as well as local intelligence.
Encouraging small site development has been a key aspect of the HBA’s engagement, not
only because it stimulates housing output but because it allows SMEs an opportunity to
plan ahead and invest in their growth.
Although access to finance has improved, the HBA continues to work with banks, the
Government, and alternative lenders, to make sure SMEs are supported to grow. Continued
efforts to vary access to finance see the HBA working with the Homes and Communities
Agency, the Housing Growth Partnership, and Regentsmead, to name a few.

With devolution continuing to move powers away from Westminster, Wales has become
an integral part of the HBA’s focus. Collaborating with Construction Excellence Wales
and being part of Wales Futures Group, the HBA continues to challenge conventional
approaches and deliver more strategic policies, such as development opportunities in more
rural locations, or SME supportive local policy. Wales has a strong opportunity to meet its
housing targets and the HBA lobbies hard to make sure SMEs are integral to this success.

Key policy issues include:
• Supporting small
sites and infill
• Simplifying planning
• Access to finance

• Skills and
• Industrial strategy
apprentices
inclusion
• Health and safety
• Recognising the full
• Utilities and connections
value of SMEs

For further information, please contact the HBA team on
03450 578 162
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